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Q. Why study history? 

Q. Why study modern 
Chinese history? 





Key Themes Period of National Shame 

• China crumbling from within. 

• Foreign powers intervening in Chinese affairs. 

• A country divided: Internal conflict. 

Mao the Revolutionary 

• Unites the country. 

• Expels foreign forces. 

Mao the National Leader 

• Ideology-driven. 

• Bad governance. 

• Many deaths. 



 



China Before Mao Zedong: A 
Divided Country in Turmoil 



 



First Opium War 
(1839-42) 









Signing of the Treaty of Nanking 







Taiping leader Hong Xiuquan 

Taiping 
Rebellion 
(1850-64) 





















Negotiations for the Treaty of Portsmouth 







Empress Dowager Cixi (left) and 
the ‘last emperor’, Pu Yi (baby, 

seated). 







Sun Yat Sen 





Yuan Shikai 









Chiang Kai Shek 











Nationalist government 
headquarters in Nanking 



Mao Zedong: The 
Revolutionary 





The Long March (1934-35) 





A young Mao Zedong 



















Mao Zedong: The National 
Leader 







Great Leap Forward (1958-61) 







Cultural Revolution (1966-76) 











Group Activity 
Question: On balance, was Mao 

Zedong good or bad for China? 

 

Instructions: 

1. Discuss in groups of 3. 

2. Take a position on the question. 

3. Come up with at least three 
reasons to justify your position. 

4. Report findings to the class. 


