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The Usual 
Misunderstandings 
About North Korea 



 

Kim Government as Irrational 



Kim 
Government 

as a Monolith 
• Leadership. 

• Party. 

• Military. 



North Korea as an Isolated Actor 



Socio-Economic 
and Political 

Change in North 
Korea 



Songun Politics and the Pyongjin Line 



Gradual Modification of the Economy 



Partnerships with 
International Agencies 



FDI from China 



Grassroots Entrepreneurialism 



Foreign Missionary Activity 

 



Concluding Questions: 

• Impact of change on 
domestic governance? 

• Flow-on effect for 
North Korea’s foreign 
relations? 


